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DRAKE DORNFIELD: AN ATHLETE




Drake Dornfield first pulled on a pair of track shoes 11 years ago and soon 
after discovered that running was to be his fate. And, as he learned to love the 
long-distance rhythmic patter of shoe on uneven ground, another dream began to form. 
He decided he wanted to own a business, and he began to see exactly what enterprise 
it would be.
Such decisions usually aren't made by one so young; today Drake is only 23.
But despite his youth, in a few years Drake has managed to combine his two interests 
into one business. He is manager, operator and part owner of the Athlete's Foot 
specialty shoe store in Billings and has plans to expand into the rest of the state.
Drake began working toward his goals when he enrolled at the University of 
Montana at the School of Business Administration. He began studying for a degree 
in personnel and financial management and, of course, joined the track team.
After graduation in 1977, he worked in a restaurant only long enough to 
convince him it was time to step into his future. "I wanted to use my degree and 
capitalize on my ability as an athlete to provide a service people need," he said.
He began inquiring and discovered that the Athlete's Foot in his hometown Billings 
was looking for buyers or partners. Drake couldn't afford to buy outright ownership, 
but garnered enough to become an official partner.
-more-
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Hearing him describe his business convinces the listener (as it must a 
prospective customer) that Drake knows not only athletics, but athletic shoes.
He sells 220 different styles of athletic footwear for football, soccer, rugby, track 
and field, running, golf, tennis and basketball. The shoes are designed for specific 
sports and for all age groups, male and female.
Other shoe stores have one or two lines of athletic shoes; Drake's has 12 lines 
at varying prices. They are guaranteed high quality, he says, and are national and 
international lines.
"Individual sports are the fastest growing in the United States," he said.
"And there's a great demand for quality shoes." Montana appears to be a prime 
market area. Take Missoula for example. According to Drake, Missoula is the largest 
running community in the state. But can Missoula support a specialty shoe store?
Drake intends to find out.
He'll be getting help from UM business professor Tom Kirkpatrick and a 
marketing research class, which will survey the area to determine if such a store 
is feasible in Missoula. And why not a series of "satellite stores" in Bozeman, 
Helena, Great Falls? They would be smaller stores, 300-400 square feet, and would 
carry only the hottest sellers.
Determining what will sell, however, sometimes is hard to do. "Shoes are 
becoming as fashionable as clothes," Drake said. "It gets to be a guessing game 
about what the public will buy." But Drake seems to be making correct decisions about 
his market and his occupation. He soon expects to have controlling interest in his 
corporation, sharing profits with two other stock holders.
Drake never lets his other interest slip away. He continues to run regularly and 
competed in 20 races in the last 10 months. He has run in local, state and regional 
competitions and in September competed in the National Roadracing Championship 
Invitational in New York. He placed 30th in a field of 428 runners.
-more-
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Running will always be important to him, as meaningful as providing the type 
of shoe service he believes Montanans need. His combination of the two in one 
business seems a stroke of very good luck. But that's not how it came to be. As 
Drake put it: "You establish priorities, then let them guide how you live."
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